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HOME ECONOMICS IN THE HOMERIC EPICS 

1. The world of Homer: political and social profile. 

The epic poems of Homer reflect the reality of a complex society: that of the 

end of the Mycenaean period and also of the ensuing Dark Age subsequent to the 

coming of the Dorians in 1100 B . C . Through the epic poems an entire world is 

reconstituted in exceptional detail and with remarkable precision, with all its 

sophisticated political, social and economic organisation and cultural radiance2. The 

memories of that civilisation were still fresh in Homer's day thanks to the survival 

of the pre-Homeric oral tradition in epic poetry, which the bards and the rhapsodes 

had disseminated throughout the Greek-speaking lands at every occasion of public or 

private festivity3. Homer brought together this extensive oral material, organised it, 

refurbished it and subordinated it to his exalted artistic aim, i.e. the presentation of 

two epic poems of heroic content, packed with adventure but at the same time 

intensely human4. So it was that the literary representation not of one but of three 

epochs, i.e. the Mycenaean (16th-13th century B.C.), the Dark Age (ll t h-9 t h century) 

and the Homeric (8th century) has been salvaged to the present day5. 

1. O. Dickinson, "Homer, the Poet of the Dark Age", Greece and Rome 33 (1986), 20-37. 
2. G. Calhoun, Polity and Society. The Homeric Picture (in: A Companion to Homer, ed. 

A. J. B. Wace and F. H. Stubbings), London 1962, pp. 431-452. 
3. D. E. Bynum, The Generic Nature of Oral Epic Poetry (in: Folklore Genres, ed. D. Ben 

Amos), Austin, Texas 1976, pp. 32-58, and J. Chadwick, "The Descent of the Greek Epic", Journal 
of Hellenic Studies 110 (1990), 174-177. 

4. For details see Albin Lesky, 'Ιστορία της 'Αρχαίας Ελληνικής Αογοτεχνίας, μετάφρ. 
'Αγαπητού Γ. Τσοπανάκη, εκδ. 5η, Θεσσαλονίκη 1985, pp. 41-132. 

5. As already indicated, the epic poems, and in particular the Iliad, draw their subject matter 
from the Trojan Cycle, which dates from the end of the Mycenaean period (1200 B.C.). 
Nevertheless, the bulk of the information to be derived from the epics undoubtedly comes from 
the time of Homer himself. See W. A. McDonald and C. G. Thomas, Progress into the Past. The 
Rediscovery of Mycenaean Civilization, 2nd ed., Bloomington, Indiana 1990, p. 5 ff. and I. Morris, 
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The two epic poems concentrate on different aspects of the ancient world6. The 

Iliad, a work older than the Odyssey, is a hymn to martial valour7. But the projection 

of the war's consequences, with protracted absence from the ancestral hearth, 

foreshadows the more peace-loving ideology of the Odyssey, in which the hero 

dreams of returning to his homeland and resuming the peaceful family life he enjoyed 

before the onset of the Trojan War8. In both epics, however, the protagonists are 

members of royal families. Homer's attention is characteristically focused on reigning 

kingly houses9. It was they who were in the forefront of every political and military 

action in the ancient world l0, since the "masses" had not yet attained mature political 

consciousness or awareness of their social power". Every item of information 

conveyed by Homer in relation to the political, social or economic organisation of 

the ancient world appears to be limited to the upper social strata12. Nevertheless, the 

testimonies of the epic poems constitute a unique and notably reliable source of 

information for various aspects of ancient civilisation13, which cannot but have 

extended into the many social groups and layers living in some relationship of 

dependency or employment alongside the Homeric royal family14. It is for this reason 

Periodization and the Heroes: Inventing a Dark Age (in: Inventing Classical Culture?, ed. M. 

Golden and P. Toohey), London 1997, pp. 96-131. 

6. Jacqueline de Romilly, Αρχαία Ελληνική Γραμματολογία, μετάφρ. Θεώνης Χριστοπού-

λου-Μικρογιαννάκη, 'Αθήνα 1988, p. 39 ff. 

7. G. S. Kirk, War and the Warrior in the Homeric Poems (in: Problèmes de la guerre en 
Grèce ancienne, ed. J.-P. Vernant), Paris 1968, pp. 93-117 and Kurt A. Raaflaub, Homeric Society 
(in: A New Companion to Homer, ed. Ian Morris and Barry Powell), New York 1997, pp. 624-
648 and in particular pp. 630-633. 

8. A. A. Long, "Morals and Values in Homer", Journal of Hellenic Studies 90 (1970), 121-
139. 

9. For details of the Homeric royal houses see M. I. Finley, The World of Odysseus, revised 
edition, New York 1978, pp. 57-58. 

10. J. Cobet, Köning, AnTührer, Herr; Monarch, Tyrann (in: Soziale Typenbegriffe HI: 
Untersuchungen ausgewählter sozialer Typenbegriffe, ed. E. Welskopf), Berlin 1981, pp. 11-66. 

11. See Od. II 239-241, where Mentor, the sage, rebukes the crowd for the inertia it shows 
in the face of the political and social insult of the suitors towards the royal house of Ithaca. Cf. 
Claude Mosse, Ή Αρχαϊκή 'Ελλάδα, μετάφρ. Στρ. Πασχάλη, 'Αθήνα 1987, p. 103, and Β. Qviller, 

"Dynamics of the Homeric Society", Symbolae Osloenses 56 (1981), pp. 109-155. 

12. For details of the relationship between these high social strata and the royal family see 

F. Gschnitzer, Griechische Sozialgeschichte von der mykenischen bis zum Ausgang der klassischen 

Zeit, Wiesbaden 1981, pp. 38-47. 

13. I. Morris, "The Use and Abuse of Homer", Classical Antiquity 5 (1986), 81-138. 

14. M. M. Austin, P. Vidal-Naquet, Οικονομία και κοινωνία στην Αρχαία Ελλάδα, μετάφρ. Τ. 

Κουκουλιοϋ, 'Αθήνα 1998, p. 67 ff. The pyramid of the Homeric community may be broken down, 

schematically, into the following ranks: King, Nobles-Aristocrats (big landowners of great econo-
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that Homer too did not hesitate to describe in minute detail all aspects of the daily 
life of these kingly houses and of the way they managed their affairs, obviously 
assuming in his socially-mixed audience a familiarity with the relevant particulars. 

The testimonies of the epic poems concerning the economic management of the 
royal households, the organisation of the productive system, the individual roles of 
the different members of the family, including the contribution of each member of 
the Homeric household to the protection and smooth functioning of the family unit, 
are of special inherest. 

2. Organisation of the family economy. 

The Homeric community possesses distinctive economic features, some of 
which undergo gradual alteration with the transition into the Archaic community 
(750-480 B.C.), while others are maintained and continue to evolve during the much 
later Classical period (480-323 B.C.). These characteristics could be summarised as 
follows: 

i. The formation of the family as basic productive unit. The family in Homer 
produces for itself almost all items necessary for its own survival and development. 
The chief sources of income for the Homeric estate were derived from cultivating the 
land15 and stockbreeding16. Odysseus' farm property is the object of particular atten
tion from Laertes (Od. XXIV 226, 244 ff., 336 ff.), while the country of the Cyclops 
produces all the agricultural items needed, because the Cyclops are kin to the gods 
(Od. IX 106-111). But the chief occupation of all the Cyclops is stockbreeding, which 
is an organised, systematic and particularly lucrative pursuit, even for warrior 
peoples or pirate bands. The description of the flocks of Polyphemus (Od. IX 216 
ff.) gives a clear picture of the development of livestock husbandry, the architecture 
of the sheepfolds and the care taken with processing of dairy products from sheep 
and goat breeding. The swineherd Eumaeus also gives some idea of the size of 
Odysseus' estate and his economic standing, citing the number of herds of cattle and 
pigs, not to mention flocks of sheep and goats that the king of Ithaca has in his 

mie power and considerable policy influence at the side of the king), Multitude (large popular mass, 
dependent both economically and politically on the aristocratic estates), Artisans (craftsmen who 
through their work cover not only their own individual and family needs but also those of the wider 
community in which they live), Slaves (from wars or piracy, included among the property of the 
estate, naturally without possessing political or social rights). 

15. Cooper Burford, "The Family Farm in Greece", Classical Journal 73 (1977-1978), 162-
175. 

16. For the basic wellsprings of the Homeric community see Walter Donlan, The Homeric 
Economy (in: A New Companion to Homer, ed. Ian Morris and Barry Powell), New York 1997, 
pp. 649-667. 

13 
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possession in every corner of the island, making him the richest man not only in 
Ithaca but also in the entire region (Od. XIV 96-108). The description, finally, of the 
famous shield of Achilles gives a graphic description of both the agrarian and the 
pastoral way of life in Homeric Greece, with Hephaestus capturing on the shield a 
whole range of details to illustrate different aspects of farm life: labouring in the 
fields, grape-gathering, ploughing, sowing, harvesting, life in the sheepfolds and on 
the meadowlands (II. XVIII 541-589)17. 

Thus the economy of the society could be described basically as agrarian-
pastoral, its chief objectives being to attain on the one hand economic self-sufficiency 
for the family18 and on the other the social prestige and power which result from this 
economic power19. Moreover it is a genuinely interesting and distinctive feature of 
the Homeric world that all members of the Homeric family work, irrespective of 
their social position or indeed of their economic power. Odysseus' father Laertes, 
who yields the throne of Ithaca to his son20, is depicted working in the fields of the 
palace estate, carrying out all the farming tasks by means of which the self-sufficiency 
of his household in agricultural products is secured (Od. XXIV 226 ff.), notwithstan
ding the fact that the prosperity of the palace would certainly not be dependent on 
the personal labour of the elderly king21. Odysseus himself, transformed into a beggar, 
challenges the suitor Eurymachus to a contest in "farming occupations", mowing and 
ploughing all day long, obviously considering that activities of this type were natural 
both for a beggar, such as he appeared to be, and for a nobleman like Eurymachus 
(Od. XVIII 365-375)22. But apart from agricultural occupations Odysseus also had 
special knowledge of and abilities in every other type of work relevant to his estate. 
As he says himself (Od. XXIII 181-204), he had constructed his stone palace with his 
own hands, he had made the roof and the wooden doors as well whose stoutness 
provided protection to his family. Finally, he had also constructed the conjugal bed 
in a unique way, carving and fashioning the massive living trunk of an olive tree 
which was planted precisely in the middle of the room, and around which he 

17. For farming life and associated economic activities see W. Richter, Die Landwirtschaft 
im homerischen Zeitalter, Göttingen 1968, p. 1 ff. 

18. F. H. Stubbings, Food and Agriculture (in: A Companion to Homer, ed. Α. J. Β. Wace 

and F. Η. Stubbings), London 1962, pp. 523-530. 

19. O. Murray, Early Greece, 2nd ed., Cambridge 1993, pp. 46-47. 

20. For a general account of the forms of royal succession see M. Finkelberg, "Royal 

Succession in Heroic Greece", Classical Quarterly 41 (1991), 303-312. 

21. For a general account of the links between aristocratic families and their land see H. 

Strasburger, Studien zur Alten Geschichte, I., Hildesheim 1982, pp. 491-518. 

22. D. Rössler, Handwerker (in: Soziale Typenbegriffe III: Untersuchungen ausgewählter 
sozialer Typenbegriffe, ed. E. Welskopf), Berlin 1981, pp. 193-268. 
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constructed the royal sleeping quarters. The specialised woodworking abilities of the 
king, and also his knowledge of the use of the relevant tools, had also been 
demonstrated subsequently, when he constructed the raft that enabled him to make a 
large part of his journey from the island of Calypso (Od. V 234-261). 

Female labour complements the work performed by the man. Arete, wife of the 
king of Scheria Alcinous, spins the wool which is necessary for the manufacture of 
clothes or fabrics for other purposes (Od. VI 52-53), while women of the island help 
her, these women being renowned for their skill in weaving (Od. VII 109-111). In the 
same way Penelope weaves the famous web by means of which she delays her 
impending marriage with one of the suitors (Od. II 93-110, XVII 96-97, XIX 138-
150), while Nausicaa, daughter of King Alcinous washes and cleans the family's 
clothes along with her servants (Od. VI 56 ff.). Knowledge of weaving certainly was 
not merely of a practical character but was conceived of as a way of creatively 
occupying women's free time, as illustrated by the fact that even immortal goddesses 
such as Calypso used to work at the loom (Od. V 61-62). 

ii. Family income from barter trade and the exchange of gifts. A basic secondary 
source of income for .the family unit was commercial activity by family members23. 
An old friend of Odysseus, Mentes (who is however in reality Athena herself 
metamorphosed) mentions to Telemachus his organised trading operations in the 
Mediterranean: he deals in metals, copper and iron, using a ship and a crew of sailors 
(Od. I 180-186). The development of commercial activity is testified to by the 
existence of organised harbours in the islands, such as that of the Phaeacians (Od. VI 
262-272, VII 34-36) and of Ithaca (Od. XIII 96-101)24, and also by references to 
commercial journeys by the Phoenicians and Taphians (Od. XV 415 ff.)25. It is of 
particular interest that transactions in the Homeric community were carried out by 
means of barter of products and indeed in units of measurement that might vary on 
each separate occasion26. Glaucus is represented by Homer as the victim of tragic 

23. Mentes, for example, tells Telemachus that he is involved in the copper and iron trade 
(Od. I 184). For the development of commercial activity based on barter of precious metals, see 
A. M. Snodgrass, Archaic Greece: The Age of Experiment, London 1980, p. 49 ff. and J. N. 
Goldstream, Greeks and Phoenicians in the Aegean (in: Phönizier im Westen, ed. H. G. Niemeyer), 
Mainz 1982, pp. 261-275. 

24. The development of shipping, in combination with permanent settlement of populations in 
established towns, are further characteristic features of the first city-states then in formation. References 
to them are to be noted, for example, in the history of the Phaeacians (Od. VI 1-9, 270-272). 

25. For the links between these commercial activities and piracy see Y. Garlan, "Signification 
historique de la piraterie grecque", Dialogues d' Histoire Ancienne 4 (1978), 1-16. 

26. For the barter trade see M. I. Finley, The World of Odysseus, ibid., p. 66 ff., 120 ff. Cf. 
W. Donlan, "Scale, Value, and Function in the Homeric Economy", American Journal of Ancient 
History 6 (1981), 101-117. 
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folly because he bartered his golden weapons worth a hundred oxen for the bronze 
weapons of Diomedes, whose value did not exceed nine oxen (7/. VI 234-23Ó)27. Oxen 
were also used as a unit of commercial exchange by the Achaeans, who wished to 
purchase wine that had been sent to Troy from Lemnos. Those who did not own 
oxen were able to obtain the same product exchange for ox skins, copper, iron or 
even slaves (li VII 472-475). 

One special category of family income was gifts, which in Homer seal bonds of 
fellowship and trust between travellers and friends28. Leaving the island of the 
Phaeacians, Odysseus received gifts of such great value that Alcinous promised the 
nobles presenting them that the Phaeacian people would be called on to recompense 
the city gentry for the gifts of hospitality bestowed on Odysseus on behalf of the 
people (Od. XIII 10-15)29. The value of these gifts greatly exceeded that of the booty 
which Odysseus would have obtained from the ten-year Trojan War if he had taken 
the share that was rightfully owing to him and if he had arrived home normally to 
begin with without his ship being wrecked (Od. XIII 135-138). But Oineas and 
Bellerophon had also exchanged valuable presents not only as a token of their 
friendship but also as a reminder of the commitment which their descendants had 
entered into so as to maintain the same friendly relations between themselves (77. VI 
215-231)30. 

iii. Utilisation of the labour of servants and slaves. The domestic staff of the 
Homeric household plays a singular role in the process of production and 
management of goods31. The number of slaves on an estate, if large, was a source of 

27. For the relevant incident and the specific light it sheds on the barter trade in Homeric 
times, see W. Donlan, "The Unequal Exchange between Glaucus and Diomedes in Light of the 
Homeric Gift-Economy", Phoenix 43 (1989), 1-15. 

28. For the development of bonds of friendship and the etiquette which sustained cordial 
relations between individuals and cities, see G. Herman, Ritualised Friendship and the Greek City, 
Cambridge 1987, p. 1 ff. 

29. Cf. Od. XIII 120, 303-305, 363-369, XVI 230-232. Note Telemachus' valuable gifts of 
hospitality to the unknown stranger in Eumaeus's hut (Od. XVI 78-85) and also to Mentes (Od. I 
309-318). Equally valuable are the precious gifts that Menelaus gives to Telemachus, who has 
visited him in Pylos, seeking information about his father (Od. XV 68-149). For more specialised 
aspects of the custom of hospitality, as revealed in Odysseus' visit to the island of the Phaeacians, 
see Steeve Reece, The Stranger's Welcome, Oral Theory and the Aesthetics of the Homeric 
Hospitality Scene, University of Michigan, Michigan 1993, pp. 101-121. Also cf. Τ. Ί. Δελή, Ή 

'Οδύσσεια τοΰ Όμηρου, Αθήνα 1996, ρ. 115. 

30. See also Εκδοτικής 'Αθηνών, 'Ιστορία τοϋ Ελληνικού "Εθνους, τόμ. Β ' : 'Αρχαϊκός 

Ελληνισμός, 'Αθήνα 1971, ρ. 46. 

31. For details see Α. Fanfani, Ή Ελληνική Οικονομία κατά την 'Αρχαιότητα, μετάφρ. Μί

νας Ζωγράφου, 'Αθήνα 1962, p. 2 ff. 
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pride for the family, who included menials in the same category as material 

acquisitions. Thus Odysseus, in his endeavour to show off the extent of the wealth he 

possesses and the success which stems from this refers to the large number of slaves 

he has, without saying anything about the rest of his property (Od. XVII 419-423). 

It is clear that he regarded his slaves as possibly the most significant of his 

possessions32. Generally speaking men who were slaves or servants33, worked on the 

land of the master's estate and were responsible not only for the crops in the fields 

but also for care and pasturage of the sheep and goats, the cattle and the pigs34. Their 

work was hard and never-ending, but some of them, having won the trust of their 

employers through long years of conscientious labour, were able to have even their 

own personal slaves to help them (Od. XI 449) or were permitted to supervise, as 

overseers, the other slaves (Od. XVI 36). Trusted slaves like Eumaeus acquired 

relative autonomy in their everyday work (Od. XVI 27) and were also so 

emotionally involved with their masters that Homer could represent the meeting 

between Telemachus and Eumaeus as a meeting between father and son (Od. XVI 

12-35). Even the restoration of moral order in the house of Odysseus, the elaboration 

of the plan for annihilation of the suitors, i.e. their eventual murder, was put into 

effect with the assistance of such of Odysseus' slaves as had remained faithful to him 

during his the long years of his absence from Ithaca (Od. XVI 304-307). To these 

slaves Odysseus promised a generous reward (wife, land and a house) for the help 

they offered him (Od. XXI 213-215). 

Women slaves and servants worked on domestic tasks35. They always 

accompanied the lady of the house, weaving and making the clothes for family 

32. For details of the relation between slavery and political economy in the ancient world 

see E. D. Genovese, The Political Economy of Slavery, New York 1965, p. 5 ff. 

33. For the relation between servants and the household in which they worked, see 'Αθανα

σίου Κανελλοπούλου, Σύγχρονες Οικονομικές Σκέψεις των 'Αρχαίων Ελλήνων, τόμ. Α ', 'Αθή

να 1996, ρ. 79 ff. 

34. See, characteristically, Od. Ill 422, XIII 407-408, XIV 102, XVI 3, XVII 223-225, XXI 

188-189. Cf. Χρύσας Χρονοπούλου-Πανταζή, Αοϋλοι και δουλεία στον "Ομηρο, 'Αθήνα, (publi

cation year not indicated), p. 78. For Homeric society's simultaneous involvement in farming and 

stockbreeding see R. Osborne, Classical Landscape with Figures: The Ancient Greek City and its 

Countryside, London 1987, pp. 47-52 and S. Hodkinson, Animal Husbandry in the Greek Polis (in: 

Pastoral Economies in Classical Antiquity, Proceedings of the Cambridge Philological Society, 

Supp. Vol., ed. C. R. Whittaker), Cambridge 1988, pp. 35-74. 

35. Cf. H. J. Rose, "Ernst Kornemann: Die Stellung der Frau in der vorgriechischen 

Mittelmeerkultur, Heidelberg 1927 (Orient und Antike, 4)", Gnomon 5 (1929), 343-345. Also see 

Y von Garlan, Les esclaves en grèce ancienne, Paris 1982, p. 5 ff. and P. Vidal-Naquet, Esclavage 

et gynécocratie dans la tradition, le myth, Γ utopie (in: Recherches sur les structures sociales dans 

Γ antiquité classique, éd. C. Nicolet), Paris 1970, p. 2 ff. 
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members and generally attending to cleaning chores and food preparation, looking 

after guests and doing all the work related to the house36. Some were very closely 

associated with members of the family because, apart from the purely productive part 

of their work, they also undertook the rearing of children, as with Eurycleia, who 

brought up Odysseus and later Telemachus37. Nevertheless, their lives were in all 

cases in the hands of the head of the household, who rewarded them in accordance 

with their contribution or killed them if their actions offended the honour, reputation 

or economic situation of the household38. 

3. The position of women in the Homeric family. 

Women in Homer, as already mentioned, were entrusted with tasks inside the 

household39. The role of the woman was considered important not only because she 

participated actively in the process of production but above all because she 

complemented the directive role of the man, albeit quietly and discreetly40. Departing 

for Troy, Odysseus entrusted to Penelope the management of his household, the care 

of his aged parents and the proper upbringing of their child, emphasising that she 

would be absolved of her duties when their son came of age, whereupon Penelope 

might remarry (Od. XVIII 259-270)41. The queen of Ithaca constitutes the most 

characteristic paradigm for the position of women in the society of Homer42. She 

stands in for her absent husband43, in collaboration however with her son, who as a 

36. See, characteristically, Od. I 136-139, 335, 362, III 427-429, IV 49-50, 296-301, 623, VI 

209-210, VII 232, //. XXIII 760-763. 

37. Od. XIX 353-355, 482-483, I 434-435. 

38. Od. XIX 81-88, XXII 158-159, 417-425, 457-473. For slavery in ancient Greece also see Y. 

Garlan, Slavery in Ancient Greece, translated into English by Janet Lloyd, New York 1988, p. 5 ff. 

39. For the position of women in ancient Greece see M. Arthur, "Early Greece. The Origins 

of the Western Attitude toward Women", Arethusa 6 (1973), pp. 7-58. For older testimonies 

concerning the position of women in the Greek lands see Γ. Μανουσοπούλου, Ή θέση της γυ

ναίκας στην Κρητομυκηναϊκή εποχή. 'Ασχολίες και δραστηριότητες της (in: Αϊ Αρχαϊαι 'Ημών 

Πρόγονοι, εκδ. Δήμου Αθηναίων), 'Αθήνα 1994, pp. 29-35. 

40. Τ. Timayenis, Greece in the Times of Homer, An Account of the Life, Customs, and 

Habits of the Greeks during the Homeric Period, New York 1885, pp. 82-113. 

41. For details see M. Mactoux, Pénélope. Légende et Mythe, Annales Litt. Univers, de Be
sançon, 175, Paris 1975, p. 2 ff. 

42. For family organisation and the position of women in the Homeric community see W. 
K. Lacey, The Family in Classical Greece, New York 1968, pp. 35-50. 

43. For passages in Homer where the woman is portrayed as occupying a higher position 
than that which she occupied in reality and which are interpreted as historical relics of matriarchal 
societies, see G. Patroni, Commenti mediterranei all' Odissea di Omero, Milano 1950, p. 322 ff. 
and p. 411 ff. 
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man wields the true kingly power (Od. XI 174-187). She comports herself with 

modesty before the suitors, covering her face (Od. I 334), at the same time seeing to 

it that she never appears in front of the suitors alone but always accompanied by her 

faithful servant women (Od. XVIII 182-184)44. Through her charm and her discretion 

Penelope exerts great influence over the behaviour of her suitors (Od. XVIII 206-

213), who are courting her not only on account of her beauty but also for her 

fortune and the royal power, which will obviously be transferred to whichever 

suitor succeeds in marrying her (Od. XVIII 276-280, XXI 157-158). Despite the 

difficult situation in which she finds herself on account of the continued importu

nity of the suitors (Od. XVIII 285-289), she maintains her composure and her 

inventiveness, as may be seen not only from the stratagem of the famous shroud 

(Od. II 93 ff.) or her disingenuous decision to marry whoever brought the most 

gifts (Od. XVIII 276 ff.) but also the plan for the archery contest that led to the 

annihilation of the suitors (Od. XXI 1 ff.)45. 

Nevertheless, these characteristics of Penelope's in no way lure her into 

transcending her feminine nature. Though respectful of his mother and influenced by 

her opinion, Telemachus reminds her that her work inside the family remains 

ancillary46. The loom and the spinning wheel, along with supervision of the duties of 

the servants, are what should concern her, while the principal task of running the 

household must remain in the hands of the men and in particular of Telemachus, even 

if he is still under age (Od. I 356-361)47. The fact that Penelope admired the judicious 

opinion of her son is an indication of how woman in the society of Homer was 

always conscious of, and unfailingly deferred to, the superiority of the man48. On the 

island of the Phaeacians by contrast women were still in a stronger position49. Athena 

44. Of particular interest is Nausicaa's view that female honour is to a great extent 

dependent on the occasion for malicious comment that the woman herself gives to her social milieu 

(Od. VI 273-288). 

45. For the personality and the role of Penelope in the Odyssey see Agathe Thornton, People 

and Themes in Homer's Odyssey, New Zealand 1970, pp. 93-114 and G. S. Kirk, The Songs of 

Homer, Cambridge 1962, p. 244 ff. Cf. D. Page, The Homeric Odyssey, Oxford 1955, pp. 120-121. 

46. M. Arthur, "Liberated" Women: the Classical Era (in: Becoming Visible. Women in 

European History, ed. R. Bridenthal and C. Koonz), Boston 1977, p. 60 ff. 

47. Eva Cantarella, Οι γυναίκες της 'Αρχαίας 'Ελλάδας, μετάφρ. Παναγιώτη Δ. Δημάκη, 

'Αθήνα 1998, pp. 66-69. 

48. For moral and also legal guardianship of the woman by the man as this evolved from 

Homeric times to the classical period in Athens, see in particular A. R. W. Harrison, The Law of 

Athens. The Family and Property, Vol. I, Oxford 1968, p. 1 ff. 

49. For the position of women in general compared to the corresponding role of men in the 

Homeric epics see Όλγας Κομνηνοΰ-Κακριδη, Σχέδιο και Τεχνική της Ίλιάδας, 'Αθήνα 1986, p. 

63 ff. 
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remarks that on that island the women run the household under the tutelage of the 
men (Od. VII 68), but Nausicaa assures Odysseus that if he can obtain the favour of 
Queen Arete, bypassing King Alcinous, he will be able to achieve all his objectives 
(Od. VI 308-315, VII 136-152). However, in reality peaceful, balanced co-
management of the Homeric household is accomplished "when two people who see 
eye to eye keep house as man and wife" since in this way dangers are kept at bay 
and the prosperity of the household is secured (Od. VI 180-185)50. 

4. Textile making and clothing. 

The art of making textiles to cover the household's needs in clothes, bedcovers, 
textiles for decoration or other utilitarian fabrics was left entirely in the hands of the 
women of the household. All the women, free women and slaves, even goddesses, 
spent some of their time weaving. Thus textile making cannot be seen simply as one 
branch of the process of household production but must also be understood as a 
mode of employment, and also -in the case of the gods- as entertainment (Od. V 61-
62), or as a way of escaping from everyday problems which affect women, as in the 
case of Penelope (Od. I 356-364). 

The skill and the high degree of proficiency in weaving of the woman of 
Homer's time can be seen from the description of its creations. Helen in Troy is 
represented as weaving a complex pattern depicting scenes of war from the battles 
between the Greeks and the Trojans (//. Ill 125-127), while on the island of the 
Phaeacians an entire team of fifty women wove embroidery and textiles of amazing 
delicacy for those times, having constituted a small workshop within the palace of 
King Alcinous (Od. VII 105-111). There was a similar textile workshop in the palace 
of Priam. Hector bade his mother Hecabe go down to the special storeroom where 
the palace's numerous precious robes were kept and to choose the most exquisite, 
colourful and elegant of them, which she should then offer as a gift to Athena so that 
Troy might be saved. These robes had been made by a special team of Sidonian 
weavers who had come to Troy especially to take over cloth making for the royal 
court (//. VI 271-296). 

50. For a general account of the system of values as presented in the Homeric epics, see A. 
W. H. Adkins, "Homeric Values and Homeric Society", Journal of Hellenic Studies 91 (1971), 1-
14. However Odysseus' remark on the necessity for joint management of the household by the 
man and the woman provides an intimation that the position of women in the Homeric community 
was better than what it became in the later Classical period. For details see J. P. Gould, "Law, 
Custom and Myth: Aspects of the Social Position of Women in Classical Athens" Journal of 
Hellenic Studies 100 (1980), pp. 38-59, S. B. Pomeroy, Goddesses, Whores, Wives, and Slaves. 
Women in Classical Antiquity, New York 1975, p. 3 ff. 
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There were no real differences between women's and men's garments51. They 

consisted in fact of pieces of rectangular cloth, tied in the middle with a belt and 

attached to the shoulders with a special pin. The austerity of construction of the 

clothing was offset by the elaborate pleating and the accompanying jewellery or 

decorative embroidery52. In the course of the description of the dress brought as a 

gift to Penelope (Od. I 292-295), Homer notes that its magnificence was heightened 

by the carefully designed and elaborated embroidery and also by the golden clasps 

by means of which the various sections of the garment were so skillfully held 

together. 

Pleated robes are referred to as basic items of dress of all Homer's heroines, 

from Helen (//. Ill 228) to Calypso (Od. V 230) and Circe (Od. X 543). The apparel 

described by Homer, whether of gods or men, did not function merely as a means of 

projecting the social status of the woman, given that all women dressed more or less 

in the same type of clothing. On the contrary, it aimed at highlighting the beauty of 

the female body, albeit with modesty and good taste. The modesty of the attire is 

typified by the frequent use of the headdress, which protected the woman from 

unwarranted exposure to the eyes of men53. When Hector's wife Andromache be

came aware of the death of her husband at the hands of Achilles, she stopped her 

weaving and, shattered, flung from her head the kerchief decorated with fine 

embroidery and golden ornaments (//. XXII 440-472). This headdress had been a gift 

to Andromache from Aphrodite herself, before the heroine's marriage to Hector, and 

Andromache's movement at the subconscious level made manifest the loss of the 

protective cover of her husband and beyond that her indifference to maintaining the 

decorum in appearance befitting a queen54. By contrast Penelope frequently covered 

her face with the corresponding headdress (Od. I 334, XVI 416) so as not to arouse 

erotic passions in the suitors by her appearance (XVIII 210-213)55. 

All the garments that were woven by the women of the household were in fact 

part of the dowry which accompanied the bride at the hour of her wedding. The 

51. See H. P. Wace and A. J. B. Wace, Dress (in: A Companion to Homer, ed. A. J. B. 

Wace and F. H. Stubbings), London 1962, pp. 498-503. 

52. For details of dress in the time of Homer see Maria Millington Evans and Ethel 

Abrahams, Ancient Greek Dress, Chicago 1964, pp. 15-38. 

53. For the particular uses of the Homeric head-dress see Maria Millington Evans and Ethel 

Abrahams, ibid., pp. 34-38. 

54. For the particularly tender relationship between Andromache and her spouse see Thomas 

Day Seymour, Life in the Homeric Age, New York 1965, pp. 120-121. Cf. W. Schadewaldt, 'Από 

τον κόσμο και το έργο τοϋ 'Ομήρου, τόμ. Β ' , μετάφρ. Φ. Ί . Κακριδή, Μορφωτικό "Ιδρυμα 

Εθνικής Τραπέζης, 'Αθήνα 1982, p. 27. 

55. For an interpretation of this stance of Penelope, see Eva Cantarella, ibid., p. 59 ff. 
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young Nausicaa, daughter of the king of the Phaeacians, became aware, through 

intervention by the goddess Athena, that her wedding day was approaching, without 

her having given enough attention to cleaning and preparing her dowry, that is to 

say the robes, the dresses and the bedcovers that she would take with her to her new 

home after her marriage (Od. VI 25-40)56. Nausicaa's personal interest in washing her 

own clothes testifies to the strong emotional bond which could grow up between a 

young girl and the wardrobe that would accompany her on her departure from her 

father's house and her entry into the household of her husband57. Homer repeatedly 

mentions the clothing not only of Nausicaa but also of her brothers, which was 

transported in a special carriage to the river to be washed58. Thus the large volume 

of the wardrobe, assiduous cleanliness and elegance of styling were clearly the 

hallmarks of Homeric dress. 

5. Female toiletry. 

As already indicated, make-up and adornment in the first instance served the 

purpose of offsetting elegant dress and complementing it with the appropriate 

ornamental accessories59. The gifts which the suitors presented to Penelope convey a 

clear picture of the type of ornamentation by means of which a woman asserted her 

social status as well as highlighting the charms of her physical presence (Od. XVIII 

292-301). Eurymachus presents Penelope with a finely-wrought chain of shining gold, 

whose links are joined together with amber. Eurydamas gave her two rings, each of 

which had been created by bringing together three precious stones in the shape and 

colour of a mulberry60. Finally Peisander gave Penelope an exquisitely wrought 

necklace. Odysseus' wife, however, was not particularly interested in personal adorn

ment, in spite of the way her faithful servant Eurynome urged her to cleanse her face 

and make herself up suitably before appearing in front of the suitors (Od. XVIII 171-

181). In Penelope's view female beauty does not come from additional adornment 

but from the happiness which is reflected on her face when she is contentedly at the 

56. E. Scheid, "Il matrimonio omerico", Dialoghi di Archeologia, 1 (1979), 60 ff. 
57. For the dowry as an institution in the society of Homer's day see Thomas Day Seymour, 

ibid., pp. 131-133. For the institution of the dowry in ancient Greece as a whole see Π. Δημάκη, 
Ό θεσμός της προικός κατά το άρχαΐον έλληνικόν δίκαιον, 'Αθήνα 1959, ρ. 3 ff. 

58. Od. VI 58, 64, 74, 111,228. 
59. For details of the various types of female make-up see T. Timayenis, ibid., p. 226-240. 
60. For the jewellery that went together with female make-up, but also the preference of 

women in ancient Greece for austerity in use of jewellery and accessories see E. Mireau, Ή Κα
θημερινή Ζωή στην Εποχή τοϋ Όμηρου, μετάφρ. Κ. Παναγιώτου, 'Αθήνα 1971, p. 210 ff. Cf. Θ. 
Καρζή, Ή γυναίκα στην αρχαιότητα, 'Αθήνα 1987, p. 147. 
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side of her mate61. Nevertheless, toiletry and bodily cleanliness are judged to be 
necessary elements in female appearance in cases where a woman must pay her 
respects to the gods (Od. XVII 46-60). 

The scene with the most detailed description of female toiletry is that where 
Hera prepares herself for intercourse with Zeus (//. XIV 170-189). Cleansing of the 
body entailed firstly bathing and anointing the body with aromatic substances which 
provoked male desire. Careful combing and braiding of the hair accompanied the 
beautifying process, highlighted through choice of the appropriate gown. Hera had 
chosen an almost transparent gown with a multi-coloured design and fastened at her 
breast with the aid of a row of golden pins. Around her waist she had bound an 
exquisitely woven belt, complemented a little later (//. XIV 214-221) by the divine 
girdle of Aphrodite, on which there had been woven some colourful designs depicting 
erotic scenes. On her ears Hera wore finely wrought ear-rings while over her 
costume she had an exquisitely woven mantle which was dazzling to all who beheld 
it. This whole process of female adornment, rendering the person of the woman 
irresistible even to the eyes of Zeus, the father of the gods, was given its finishing 
touches and consummated through the choice of a suitable pair of sandals (II. XIV 
315-328)62. 

6. Diet. 

Homer does not focus any particular interest on family diet63. The Homeric 
estates referred to in the epics belonged to royal families, for whom diet was not the 
main preoccupation. The diet of Homeric heroes is to be included more with the 
sundry forms of recreation, given that it was frequently associated with the 
entertainment accompanying every dinner or meal64. The dietary habits of these 
kingly clans were based on the consumption of meat, which was usually roasted by 
the men of the house and served to family members by the women. Penelope 
condemned the suitors who slaughtered and devoured the cattle, sheep and goats of 

61. For a detailed treatment of female beauty in Homeric epics see H. Monsacré, Les larmes 
d' Achille. Le héros, la femme et la souffrance dans la poésie d' Homère, Paris 1984, p. 1 ff. 

62. For details of the toilet procedure and also the special utensils by means of which this 
was carried out in the Mycenaean period and by extension in Homeric times see ΑΙκ. Παπαευ-
Θυμίου-Παπανθέμου, Σκεύη και σύνεργα τον καλλωπισμού στον Κρητομυκηναϊκο χώρο, διδα-
κτ. διατρ., ΕΕΦΣΑΠΘ, Θεσσαλονίκη 1979, p. 1 ff. Cf. Τ. Leslie Shear, "Psimythion", Classical 

Studies Presented to E. Capos, Princeton, New Jersey 1937, pp. 314-316. 

63. Thomas Day Seymour, ibid., pp. 208-234. 

64. See, for example, Od. I 225-226, XVII 605-606. Cf. Frank H. Stubbings, Food and 

Agriculture (in: A Companion to Homer, ed. A. J. B. Wace and F. H. Stubbings), London 1962, 
pp. 523-530. 
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Odysseus while simultaneously holding onto their own corresponding property (Od. 

XVII 532-537). 

This observation, in conjunction with the references to organised pig pens in 

Book XVI of the Odyssey suggests that a number of different kinds of meat were 

consumed in the society of Homer's time. The consumption of a variety of meats is 

a conspicuous sign of the luxury and opulence that characterised the Homeric royal 

households. Although Homer does not specifically mention the subject, there are 

persuasive indications of the degree of evolution of the culinary art65. During the 

famous scene of preparations for the duel between Odysseus disguised as a beggar 

and Irus (a beggar who has lived around the palace estate for years) the suitor 

Antinous puts up as a trophy for the victor a peculiar kind of cooked meat: roast 

goat's paunches stuffed with fat and blood (Od. XVIII 44-49). This same dish is 

referred to later in an exceptional Homeric analogy. In his desperate cogitations to 

find a way of annihilating the suitors, he tossed and turned like a hungry man circling 

a fire on which there is roasting an animal's stomach filled with blood and fat (Od. 

XX 25-30). Given that Homeric analogies draw their content from familiar images 

that would be immediately recognised by the Homeric audience, it may be deduced 

that such dishes were both well-known and widely consumed in the society of the 

time. 

Homer's additional references to hunters (Od. IX 120) and also to deer, which 

represented an occasional item in the typical diet (Od. X 156-182) indicate that 

hunting frequently offered a supplementary means for securing meat. Nevertheless, 

the poet mentions (Od. IV 368-369, XII 329-332) that meat from game and fish meat 

represented a dietary item that men of distinction resorted to only in cases of 

extreme need, that is to say when they were in danger otherwise of starving to 

death66, while by contrast under normal conditions the hunting of wild goats, deer, 

hares and wild boar constituted a form of recreation (Od. XVII 295, XXI 220)67. 

Fishing however was a means of securing food for the lower social classes (Od. XII 

250) and a basic source of wealth production for a country (Od. XIX 111-114)68. 

Meat was accompanied by bread made from wheat flour ground by women 

working as servants or slaves on the royal estate (Od. VII 103-104, //. XVIII 559-

560). But the product that never seemed to be missing from any dinner or meal was 

wine. Wine was diluted with water so as not to induce drunkenness (Od. VII 179). 

65. 'Αγαπητού Γ. Τσοπανάκη, Εισαγωγή στον "Ομηρο, εκδ. 3η, Θεσσαλονίκη 1977 ρ. 94. 
66. Βασ. Καλόγερο, Αισθητική 'Ερμηνεία τοϋ Όμηρου, Θεσσαλονίκη 1963, p. 50. 
67. For details see G. Glotz, Ή Εργασία στην 'Αρχαία 'Ελλάδα, Οικονομική 'Ιστορία της 

'Ελλάδας από τήν 'Ομηρική Περίοδο ώς τή Ρωμαϊκή Κατάκτηση, μετάφρ. 'Αχιλλέα Α. Βαγενά, 
'Αθήνα 1982, pp. 43-44. 

68. Jules Toutain, The Economic Lite of the Ancient World, New York 1968, p. 9 ff. 
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Wine was only drunk straight when, as with the wine given by Odysseus to the 
Cyclops, it was meant to make the drinker dizzy and fall into a deep sleep (Od. IX 
203-214). The reference to the dietary habits of the Cyclops brings to light another 
group of foods which were probably widely consumed among the lower social classes. 
Milk and its derivatives (cheese and yoghurt) were the staple diet of the Cyclops, who 
were basically a pastoral people (Od. IX 215, 230)69. Milk in fact served as a dessert, 
with which a sumptuous meal was concluded (Od. IX 297). In other cases cheese was 
mixed with barley flour, honey and wine to make a highly original culinary recipe 
(Od. X 234-236). 

Finally Homer's reference to the sumptuous orchards of the royal estates 
indirectly confirms the lavish consumption of fruit at Homeric meals. Pears, 
pomegranates, figs, olives, apples and grapes were vehicles for flaunting the wealth 
and prosperity of an aristocratic palace such as that of Alcinous (Od. VII 114-132) 
or of Odysseus (Od. XXIV 340-344). 

7. The arrangement of domestic space. 

The domestic space that is referred to in the Homeric epics consists in sundry 
sections of the royal palaces, given that virtually all Homeric heroes are men of 
substance, noblemen or kings70. This is the justification for the exceptional luxury, 
the lavish use of precious metals and the splendid decoration of the houses mentioned 
in the epics, without this image being representative of the form or the organisation 
of the average family of Homeric times71. 

The description of the palace of Alcinous provides a characteristic indication of 
the decoration of the royal estate (Od. VII 81-111). The palace had walls inlaid with 
copper, doors and door-handles made of solid gold, a lintel inlaid with silver72. Gold 
and silver were also used in making not only the ornamental dogs that adorned the 
pilasters of the doors but also the small statues of children that -holding torches of 
flame- furnished light for the entire premises of the palace. Inside the palace there 

69. For detailed treatment of the Cyclops see J. Glenn, "The Polyphemus Myth: Its Origin 
and Interpretation", Greece and Rome 25 (1978), pp. 141-155 and R. Mondi, "The Homeric 
Cyclopes: Folktale, Tradition, and Theme", Transactions of the American Philological Association 
113 (1983), pp. 17-38. 

70. For details of residential architecture in the Homeric period see Alan J. B. Wace, 
Material Culture: Houses and Palaces (in: A Companion to Homer, ed. A. J. B. Wace and F. H. 
Stubbings), London 1962, pp. 489-497. 

71. For a detailed presentation of domestic space in the Homeric dwelling see T. Timayenis, 
ibid., pp. 1-81. 

72. For details of processing of metals and their utilisation for decoration in the Homeric 
household see G. Glotz, ibid., p. 51 ff. 
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were thrones fixed to the walls, covered with the most sumptuous fabrics. On these 

sat the Phaeacian dignitaries during their mealtimes. The women were to be found in 

other rooms, busying themselves with food preparation and with weaving and 

garment making. Around the palace there were extensive tracts of land with orchards 

and vineyards as well as outbuildings used as warehouses for storing the fruits of the 

earth or making wine. 

The most basic sections of the palace were the court, the auditorium and the 

"thalamos" (chamber), frequently constructed by the owners themselves with help, 

however, from specialised craftsmen (77. VI 314-316)73. The open-air courtyard was 

surrounded by a high wall and secured with sturdy gates (Od. XXI 236) so as to ward 

off probable enemy attacks (Od. XVII 266-268), while in its centre there might be 

an altar to Zeus (7/. XXIV 306). In certain situations the ancillary quarters occupied 

by servants, and also stalls for horses, pigs and cattle, might be incorporated into the 

courtyard (Od. VI 303, IV 39-41, X 388-390). In the case, indeed, of the palace of 

Priam, the bedrooms - built in stone - of the king's sons, who slept there with their 

spouses, were also included in the courtyard (7/. VI 243-250). The courtyard, which 

in certain cases was roofed in the form of a portico, communicated through an 

antechamber with the central hall of the palace (II. IX 49-50). The hall was the heart 

of the palace, the place in which the king's throne was situated as well as the point 

of assembly for the noblemen and dignitaries of the area (Od. VI 304-309, VII 135-

141). In the same hall was the hearth, near which was to be found the throne of the 

queen, who busied herself with weaving. This was a particularly roomy area in the 

palace of Ithaca, enabling the dozens of suitors to hold in it their sumptuous banquets 

and protracted entertainments (Od. XVII 530-540). It therefore contained the tables 

and chairs for the guests and also the special places for them to deposit their weapons 

(Od. XXII 19-25). The chamber was the place situated on the second storey of the 

palace including the rooms of the women and the bedroom of the married couples, 

and communicating by means of an internal stairway with the remainder of the house 

(Od. I 328-331)74. It was here that the store was located where fabrics and clothing 

were kept, this store being perfumed with aromatic substances (Od. VIII 339-442, 

XXI 52, 77. VI 288-292). In the same storeroom, whose entrance was constructed 

from oak wood, was the king's weaponry and all the equipment that was used by him 

in his military campaigns, such as helmets, swords, spears, arrows and shields (Od. 

XXI 42-62, XXII 108-115). 

73. Κ. Ραγκαβή, Ό Καθ' "Ομηρον Οικιακός Βίος, Λειψία 1883, pp. 15-47. 
74. For the connection between the rooms in the Homeric household and the variety of 

functions exercised by each room in the overall domestic framework, see Ferdinand Noack, 
Homerische Palaste, Leipzig 1903, p. 5 ff. 
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8. General summary. 

The work of Homer is a unique source of information on the evolution of 
Greek civilization in (mainly) the 8th century B.C. Its testimonies on the family, the 
organisation of its economic activities and the relationships between its members, 
make it possible to carry out a satisfactory recomposition of that period of Greek 
history. Of course these testimonies are scattered throughout the poems and chiefly 
aim at literary and poetic reinforcement of the central plot in each epic. Never
theless, given that they are indeed so numerous as well as admirably vivid and 
precise, the present-day scholar is afforded ample opportunity to trace elements of 
home economy in these texts, the first literary creations of the ancient Greek mind 
and of Greek literature. 

Homer conceives of the family as the basic unit of production, whose 
operations serve the purpose of achieving self-sufficiency, the satisfaction of its needs 
through utilisation of the labour of all its members. The male householder is the 
linchpin of every productive activity being carried out on the estate (whether 
commercial in focus or oriented towards farming and grazing), co-ordinating and 
supervising the activities of other family members, while the woman takes responsi
bility for tasks inside the house, such as garment making and food preparation. More 
sophisticated textile manufacture, with its refined and elaborate aesthetic, served not 
only the immediate requirement for apparel but also the need for cultural expression 
in the Homeric world. Diet, on the other hand, remained plain, practical and geared 
to the immediate daily needs of the Homeric heroes. It was however, closely bound 
up with entertainment and conviviality, with citizens during banquets and meals 
either discussing current events or regaling visitors with their hospitality. Diet, along 
with dress, was one of the chief concerns of the woman of Homer's day. A woman's 
contribution to covering these immediate needs of the Homeric family is precisely 
what secured for her the relatively prestigious and privileged position she occupied 
within that family, in contrast to the inferior position to which women were 
consigned in later phases of ancient Greek history. At the same time a woman 
reinforced her special status in the Homeric community through exploitation of her 
physical charm, which she projected with toiletry and clothing that emphasised not 
only her bodily advantages but also her psychological and spiritual strengths. 

The human and material civilization of the Homeric community found 
expression finally even through the domestic organisation of the time. Functional 
utilisation of available space, clear delineation of the different rooms and their 
linkage to specific activities in everyday life, decoration, imprinting of the personal 
seal of the owner, who was normally also their designer and builder, represent clear 
indications of the aesthetic and rationalistic criteria on the basis of which the Greek 
of Homer's time organised his personal space and his daily life. 
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The totality of the abovementioned elements such as dress, diet, architectural 

style, productive processes and resource utilisation are some of the aspects of the 

home economy of Homeric times that convey a clear picture of the refined, 

developed material and human culture in the society of Homer's day.75 

Π Ε Ρ Ι Λ Η Ψ Ι Σ 

To έργο του Όμηρου αποτελεί μοναδική πηγή για τήν εξέλιξη του ελληνικού 
πολιτισμού κατά τον 8ο κυρίως π.Χ. αιώνα. Οι μαρτυρίες, πού άφοροϋν στην 
οικογένεια, στην οργάνωση των οικονομικών της δραστηριοτήτων καί στις σχέσεις 
τών μελών της, αν καί εμφανίζωνται διεσκορπισμένες μέσα στα επη, επιτρέπουν 
μία ικανοποιητική ανασύνθεση της περιόδου αυτής της ελληνικής ιστορίας καί δί
δουν πολλαπλές δυνατότητες στον σύγχρονο μελετητή να ανίχνευση στοιχεία τής 
Οικιακής Οικονομίας στα πρώτα αυτά κείμενα τής ελληνικής λογοτεχνίας καί τής 
αρχαίας διανοήσεως. Το σύνολο τών ποικίλων εκφάνσεων καί δραστηριοτήτων 
του καθημερινού βίου τών ηρώων τών ομηρικών επών καί, είδικώτερα, τόσο οί 
ένδοοικογενειακές εργασίες, όπως ή ένδυση, ή διατροφή, ή αρχιτεκτονική διαρ
ρύθμιση τού οίκου, πού έχουν άμεση σχέση με τήν ιδιαίτερη παρουσία τού γυναι
κείου φύλου στα επη, οσο καί ή διαδικασία τών παραγωγικών δραστηριοτήτων 
έκτος τού οΐκου (εμπορικές ή άγροκτηνοτροφικές δραστηριότητες) καί αξιοποιή
σεως τών παραγομένων αγαθών, αποτελούν ώρισμένες άπο τις πτυχές τής οι
κιακής οικονομίας τής ομηρικής εποχής. 'Ωστόσο, μέσα άπό τήν εξέταση καί ερμη
νευτική προσέγγιση αυτών, επιτυγχάνεται ή διαμόρφωση μιας σαφούς εικόνας τού 
ανεπτυγμένου άλλα καί εκλεπτυσμένου υλικού καί ανθρωπιστικού πολιτισμού τής 
κοινωνίας κατά τήν εποχή τού Όμηρου ή καί πριν απ' αυτήν. 

75. For an overall examination of the cultural information to be derived from the Homeric 
epics, see 'Αγαπητού Γ. Τσοπανάκη, ibid., pp. 88-97. 


