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Takitov. y) Ei¢ ta¢ oc. XI-XX dkorovBel 1) Zovoyig 1@v *Exdéoewv kai tdv
txhextdv Awarpipdv (Ilpaypoaterdv) kol 100 kotaotdvtog ypnoipov Keypévov
1dv « Iotopidv» xai 8) eig tag oo. XXI-XXII &ktiBevtar 1a Movoypappata t@v
K0dikmv 100 &kd00ivtog keypévou @V « Iotopidv» 100 Takitov.

Eig 16 devtepov pépog tiig petd yeipag kpitikiig Ekdéoewg dnavtodv ta Gké-
AovBa. a) Eig tag oo. 1-180 &xdidetar peta Kpitikod * Yropvijpatog to xeipevov
1@V « lotopidv». (Bifria 1-5)° B) Eig tag oo. 181-182 napatiBevrat ai Maptupiot
1 1@ Maptipra. y) Eig 1a¢ oc. 183-196 dxorovBei f§ Kprtikn kai 8) eig 1a¢ oo. 197-
222 mapobéter 6 Ekdotng tov ‘lotopkdv IMivoka (Tpocdnmv kai mpayudtov).

‘H xprtikny avtn] Exdooig tod K. Wellesley dnotelel dvapeiporog peyioctnv
kai Betikniy oupPornv eig tov ydpov Thig EkdoTikTig mapovciag TAV KAACCIKBY
ovyypagéwv kai &ig v mpokewévny mepintwoly tdv Aativov. ‘H kpitiki
adnoxatrdotactg tob keypévou t@v « Iotopidv» T0od Taxitov kabiotd thv eikdva
10D ioTopikod ovyypapéng Takitov ntepioodtepov tppavtikrv. Befaing 6 £kd6-
g, mdvtote kata v idiav Tov kpiotv, Expnowonoinoev éviayod GAlag ypapdg,
&k T@V 110N Yyvootdv kai tpotadeliodv VIO TPOoNYOLHEVOV EKSOTEV.

IIpdg énippwoiy THig YVORATEVCEDG PG YAPOKTNPLOTIKDG Enayopueda éviag
dagopdg (kat’ Exhoynv) 8u° avtipoirfig T@v éxdedopévev keypévov, v TPoKEL-
péve tod K. Wellesley kai tod C. Halm. ITppA. Cornelii Taciti Libri qui supersunt.
Tertium recognovit C. Halm. Tomus posterior. Historiae et Libri minores continens.
Lipsiae MDCCCLXXIII., p. 3. (Tac. Hist. I 2, 1): Opus adgredior opimum II K.
Wellesley, €vB’ dvot. p. 2 (I 2, 1): Tempus adgredior dirum. - K. Wellesley, é€v0’
dvort. p. 4 (I 8, 27), Evba npooBetéa pet’ du@iporiog 1 AéELg aptus, EAAeinovoa ano
v napafarropévnyv Exdootv tob C. Halm. - C. Halm. §v0’ dvor. p. 16. (I 31, 2-3):
evenit, forte magis et nullo adhuc consilio rapit signa, I K. Wellesley, £€v0’ dvort. (I
31, 2-3): crectior, temere magis et nullo adhuc consilio pars ignara, pars (&g koi
Tiveg GAlan).

TFEQPT'IOX A®. TOYPAIAHZ

H. W. E. Saggs, Civilization Before Greece and Rome. New Haven and London: Yale
University Press, 1989. Pp x (unnumbered)+322+25 plates. Illustrated. Hardcover,
$29.95.

Historians of ancient Greek and Roman history often inadvertently refer to
their areas of competence and concern as ancient history, as if no other areas
(Egyptian, Mesopotamian, Hebrew, Persian, Indian, etc.) had a legitimate claim to
the terms «ancient history» or «ancient civilization». Civilization Before Greece and
Rome is not, strictly speaking, a history book, but it is a formidable introduction to
the civilizations of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Crete, Syria, Anatolia, Iran, and the Indus
Valley, and to a lesser extent to the Israelites whose history has been amply covered
by others. It is obvious that recent archaeological discoveries over the last two
hundred years have uncovered much that has been indispensable for a fuller
understanding of four great empires of the world of the Mediterranean: the
Assyrian, the Persian, the Greek and the Roman, and this book capitalizes on those
discoveries.

. H. _W. E. Saggs, who is Professor Emeritus of Semitic Languages at the
University of Wales, surveys the scholarly progress that has been made in «pushing
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back the frontiers» (the title, in fact, of his first chapter) of ancient Egypt; ancient
Mesopotamia, ancient Crete, the Hittites, the Hurrians, the Indus Valley civiliza-
tion, the Israelites, Canaanites, Phoenicians, Aramaeans, and the Arabs. He notes
that what marked off the Israelites from other ancient societies was their «ability to
challenge ancient institutions and ideas, and publicly to condemn abuses» (p. 16).

Saggs takes us back to 8000 B.C., with agricultural settlements in Egypt not
much before 5000 B.C., with the crucial political change in the union of Upper and
Lower Egypt ca 3100-300 B.C. under King Menes, with Memphis as the capital. The
earliest stage of Sumerian government, we learn, has been described as a city-state,
even Phoenicians had city-states, but similarities between them and Greek city-states
was not the dissemination of the polical concept but parallel development under
similar demographic and geographical conditions. Egyptian pyramids, 80 routinely
associated with ancient Egypt, were not the result of tyrannical exploitation of the
people by a single individual ruler but «arose as an eternal expression of the will of
the whole community, who felt that their life and well-being depended on the god-
king. Like all great building works, they were an assertion of the values of the society
which created them» (p. 55), while the «Ziggurat was the main temple of the city,
upon which were centered all the chief festivals of the city, and in the case of Babylon
of the state also» (p. 58). The pyramid complex was primarily a mortuary complex
where priests carried out funerary rites, made offerings to the dead king, and
included the cult of the chief deity of the area. There is much in Saggs in his second
and third chapters on «City-States and Kingdoms» and «Pyramids and Ziggurats»,
whereas the remaining chapters discuss «Writing» (4), «Education» (5), «Living in
Cities» (6), «Trade» (7), «Law» (8), «The Brotherhood of Nations» (9), «Natural
Resources» (10), «Mathematics and Astronomy» (11), «Medicine» (12), and
«Ancient Religion» (13). This list makes it clear that we are dealing with an
introduction to civilization rather than history, and Saggs’s expertise in Semitic
languages holds him in particularly good stead in describing linguistic development
and relations among the various language groups.

The Egyptians originally developed hieroglyphics, and before 2000 B.C., a
cursive script known as hieratic, and by the first milennium a simplified form of
hieratic called demotic (preserved in Coptic). The scribes had a special place in
Egyptian society (hieroglyphics persisted until the fifth century A. D.). The Greek
alphabet owes much to the Phoenician writing system. The earliest example of the
Greek alphabet can be found scratched on an ivory tablet from Etruria datable to
between 700 and 650 B.C., but the major new principle in the Greek alphabet was its
consistent use of specific vowel symbols. In South Mesopotamia the Uruk picto-
graphic script developed in the third millennium into a logo-syllabic system
which was first used to write Sumerian and later Akkadian, with the signs at first
linear and then cuneiform. Minoan A and B are also discussed as are Cypriot and
Proto-Byblian scripts.

The importance of scribes takes up a good deal of the chapter on education and
stresses the high regard literacy was held in both Egypt and Mesopotamia, while
«Living in Cities» obviously is concerned with the development of urban life. It was
in south Mesopotamia that cities began and where they existed in largest numbers in
the pre-classical world. Still northern Mesopotamia, Syria, Anatolia, and parts of
western Iran all had some large cities. In the matter of trade, the river valley
civilizations of Egypt and Mesopotamia developed surpluses of goods and trade in
precious commodities (gold, silver, tin, copper, lapis lazuli, and carnelian) became a
feature of the ancient market.
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The discoveries of French archaeologists at Susa uncovered the law code of the
Babylonian king Hammurabi, dated early in the second millennium, thus destroying
the traditional position of the chronological priority of Biblical codes. The laws
uncovered prescribed penalties for full free citizens, a client class, and slaves. Strictly
speaking, Hammurabi’s laws were not statutes but royal decisions (as a basis for the
administration of justice). Hittite laws have also been discovered in which the lex
talionis does not apply. Assyrian laws were not based on royal decrees in actual
cases, but were a compilation by jurists of traditional legal pracrice. In Egypt no law
codes have been found earlier than the third century B. C. ~at least not so far. In
foreign relations and exchange, there were few places where a traveller from one
major state could not be understood in another.

Natural resources included the production of pottery and use of metallurgy.
Bronze and iron were widely available; technical, animal, and plant resources were
exploited. In Mesopotamia, algebra was used but the Egyptians never went beyond
elementary arithmetic, clumsily used. The Egyptians used a decimal system; the
Summerians also used a sexagesimal one. The Babylonians and Assyrians can be
credited with the beginning of true mathematical astronomy but not the Egyptians.
Medicine shows a combination of magic, the irrational, and common sense.

Polytheism characterized most ancient religions with some tendencies toward
monotheism here and there. There was development from theriomorphism to
anthropomorphism. The numinous nature of ancient religion is stressed. There is
some historical bases but also allegorical suppositions of good and evil contending
for man’s allegiance. Vegetation, fertility, natural phenomena played a role.
Syncretism must be taken into consideration from one religion to another, as must
the practice of human sacrifice and the assumed presence of demons. Various myths
are employed to support belief systems that indicated that «Man has concern for the
continued existence of his world, for life itself, for his own place in the scheme of
things, for the physical environment, for the seasons, for human institutions, for the
political framework of life» (p. 293).

Civilization Before Greece and Rome is an extremely useful book for every
classicist to read and use in trying to understand the greater context of the ancient
world into which the ancient Greek and Roman worlds fit. In some ways, the pre-
Greek and Roman worlds are radically different from their classical successors but
in many areas they are not and much of what they had contributed to their own
worlds continued to live on in the classical world. Certainly, Saggs has given us a
survey from which we can all benefit-classicists as well as non-classicists.

JOHN E. REXINE
Colgate University

A. Rosalie David, The Egyptian Kingdoms. The Making of the Past. New York: Peter
Bedrick Books, 1988. Pp. viii (unnumbered)+152. 237 illustrations (192 in color).
Hardcover, $ 19.95.

The Making of the Past, in the words of the Preface to the series, seeks to
describe «in comprehensive detail the early history of the world as revealed by
archaeology and related disciplines... Its subject is a new history —the making of a
new past, freshly uncovered and reconstructed by skilled specialists.. Part of each



