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S U M M A R Y 

Sources about libraries in ancient Greece are rare. Nevertheless there is 
evidence frem ancient greek inscriptions, that there were a considerable number 
of libraries throughout Greece. An even greater number was in Athens. There 
is also some literary evidence for the existence of libraries in ancient Athens. 
There were libraries also in the greek cities of Asia Minor. In the Greek mainland 
outside of Athens there existed libraries in Sparta, Delphi, Epidaurus, Pella and 
Philippi. 

In the inslands there were libraries in Samos, Cos, Rhodes, Crete, Cyprus, 
Délos and probably in Eretria of Euboea. 

In addition to libraries there were also bookstalls which clients consulted as 
in the libraries. 

Texts were written on various materials, including wooden cylinders, triangular 
bulletins, lead, geld and even iron slabs. Pottery, leather, seasherds and bones 
were used also including wax boards. 

Trj μητρί 

Καλλίον' οϋποτε τησδε θεός μοι ετευξεν εορτήν 
δός μοι χείρα, γύναι, ανν τε χάρηθι χαράν, 

τήμερα γαρ μητρός ρέξω τα γενέθλια 'Αθήναις 
εύθυμους αντη τήλοσ* Ίείς χάριτας. 

Τις φιλόφρων ôè γονενοΊν εμοϊς ύπεθήκατο δαίμων 
πιατεύειν ετύμω παϊδά με γυμνασίφ, 

'Ελλάδος ώς 'Ρώμης τε μα&εϊν γλώασάν με και ήθος 
ανθρώπεια τε πάντ' ομμασ Ιδεϊν καθαροΐς ; 

'Αλλα ψεροιτ αμφοΐν, άνεμοι, πρώτιατα δε μητρί, 
'Αττικοί, άσπάσιον τοντο γενεθλιακόν. 
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