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CHARLES C. MOSKOS, Jr., Greek Americans: Struggle and Success. 
Ethnic Groups in American Life Series. Englewood Cliffs, N . J . ; Pren­
tice-Hall, Inc., 1980. Pp. xii+162. Cloth $9.95. Paperback $6.95. 

Ethnic studies have now become as legitimate an area of study in sociology 
as immigrant history and are particularly important for an understanding of the 
complexities of contemporary American society. Charles Moskos, himself a se­
cond—generation Greek American professor in the Department of Sociology at 
Northwestern University, has provided us with a valuable synthesis of those 
studies that have been done of the Greek American up to this point in a com­
pact but fact—filled and insightful volume that is absolutely consistent with the 
series editor's objective that «This series of books will attempt to provide the 
American public with a descriptive and analytic overview of its heritage in the 
third quarter of the twentieth century from the viewpoint of relevant social scien­
ce. Each book on a particular ethnic group is written by an expert in the field 
of intergroup relations and in many cases the author derives ethnically himself 
from that group» (Milton M. Gordon). 

Professor Moskos devotes his seven chapters to «The Greek Comes to Ame­
rica» ; «Greek America Forms» ; «The Greek—American Community» ; «Greek— 
American Themes» ; «Making It In America»; «Growing up Greek—American; 
A Family and Personal Memoir» ; and «The Sociology of Greek Americans». 
There is an appendix with a section on Greek Australians, an excellent selected 
bibliography, and index. In dealing with his subject the author has divided the 
Greek American experience into five mòre or less distinct stages. Though he is 
careful to note that the basic social patterns overlap across several of the periods 
there were and are counteracting tendencies against prevailing trends. These 
stages consist of (1) a time of false starts in the period before 1890 ; (2) the 
era of mass migration from 1890 to 1920 ; (3) the formation of Greek Ame­
rican institutions from 1920 to 1940 ; (4) an era of consolidation from 1940 to 
1965 within Greek America; (5) the contemporary period since 1965 of increa­
sing Greek—American diversity. Dr. Moskos sees that the current interpretations 
try to understand the Greek Americans in terms of cohesiveness and similarities. 
From this vantage point many Greek immigrants can be viewed as having entered 
the middle class and achieved high economic and educational standing in the 
second and third generations with due recognition being given to the role of the 
Greek Orthodox Church in molding the patterns of Greek ethnic identity. «Para­
doxically, enough, American—born Greeks have become more like each other in 
their common middle-class standing, social values, and communal participation 
than are the Greeks of Greece where class, regional, and political lines are more 
sharply drawn. The 'melting pot' metaphor has been a better describer of the 
homogenization of American—born Greeks with regard to each other than it is 
of their absorption into the general American population» (p. 143). 

Still one has to be conscious of differences and conflicts among Greek Ame­
ricans. A sizeadle proportion of immigrants never advanced from the working 
class. Moskos believes that those in the very highest positions and those blue— 
collar workers who are locked in do not actively participate in Greek—American 
social life, and that there exists an anticlerical element. There is currently also 
the juxtaposition of a middle class grouping of older immigrants and their Ame­
rican—born offspring and a large number of new immigrants who are still at the 
bottom of the American social structure. Dr. Moskos sees differentation and 
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dissension in the Greek—American community as greater than is generally 
acknowledged and at the same time that Greeks have succeeded in entering Ame­
rican society while still maintaining strong communal ties. 

Professor Moskos concise survey reveals a people who struggled hard, per­
sisted in their determination to better themselves, in their adopted country, had 
a tremendous respect for education, even when they themselves had a lack of 
it, possessed an acute business, worked extraordinarily long hours to achieve 
economic independence, exhibited fierce independence and individualism, were 
and are basically conservative, for the most part, were and are highly achieve­
ment—oriented with a strong commitment to a strong family, a people bent on 
contributing the maximum to American society without necessarily losing their 
ethnic identity. 

Charles Moskos provides the reader with an excellent introduction to the 
Greek—American. He has studied them, lived with them, and himself been à 
living part of the Greek community in America. He believes they should be 
viewed within the context of the ethnic experience in the United States. «Whate­
ver the fullness of their traditional heritage and allegiances to the old country, 
the Greek immigrants who came here inevitably reordered their lives ; initially, 
to the imperatives of the economic and social structure of the United States 
and, later, to some degree of conformance with American cultural norms. Among 
those born in this country, it seems clear that ones identity is not that of a 
transplanted Greek, but rather the sensibility of an American ethnic» (p . 146) . 

G r e e k A m e r i c a n s : S t r u g g l e a n d S u c c e s s can justifiably 
take its place among the others in t h e Prentice—Hall series on Black Americans, 
Indian Americans, Irish Americans, Japanese Americans, Mexican Americans, 
Polish Americans, Puerto Rican Americans, and White Protestant Americans. It 
has been properly and productively researched, well written, aud very inter­
estingly presented. It will certainly get the attention and circulation it richly 
deserves. 

JOHN E. R E X I N E 
Colgate University 

* * * 

WILLIAM R. BIERS, T h e Archaeology of Greece : An Introduction. 
Ithaca and London : Cornell University Press, 1980. P p . 343 . Illustrated. 
Hardcover. $29.95. 

The study of archaeology has attracted more and more university students 
each year. This most ancient of the humanities and youngest of the sciences, 
sometimes defined as «the scientific study of the material remains of past cul­
tures», has provided us with knowledge that adds to and often illuminates what 
we know from literary and other sources. Dr. William Biers, Associate Professor 
and Chairman, Department of Art and Archaeology, University of Missouri— 
Columbia, has sought «to produce a work that will be useful to beginning stu­
dents and teachers exploring the world of ancient Greece, and one that will also 
be useful to all readers with an intense interest in archaeology and the beginnings 
of our Western heritage. It is intended to be a brief overall view of the subject 
and to provide a framework for further study» (p . 7) . The4^author certainly 


